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THE ORIGINS
 The historical, social and literary context:
· The Iberians and the Celts
· The Romans
· The Anglo-Saxons
· The end of Anglo-Saxon England
· The worshippers of nature
· Seamen, farmers, warriors and bards
· Freedom and loyalty
· Old English
· Poems and chronicles
· Beowulf (The arrival of Grendel, Beowulf’s death)

THE MIDDLE AGES
The historical, social and literary context:
· The Norman conquest
· The Plantagenets
· Lancaster vs York
· Feudal ties
· The medieval drama
· G. CHAUCER The Canterbury Tales (The Knight, The Prioress, The Franklin, The wife of Bath)

THE RENAISSANCE
 The historical, social and literary context: 
· The rise of the Tudor dynasty
· The Reformation
· The reign of Elizabeth I
· Theatres and acting companies
· W. SHAKESPEARE Sonnets (Shall I Compare Thee, My Mistress’s Eyes), Julius Caesar (extracts), Hamlet (extracts)




IL CANDIDATO
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